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Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert
by Dietrich von Hildebrand
Foreword by Manfred Honeck • Translated by John Henry Crosby

A Celebration of the Power and Beauty of Music
This extraordinary volume presents Dietrich von Hildebrand, one of the 
preeminent aesthetic philosophers of the twentieth century, in a mode unlike 
any of his other published works. Neither philosophy nor theology, neither 
biography nor personal appreciation, these essays achieve something rarer: 
capturing the true spirit of the music itself.

Hildebrand approaches the great composers with loving openness—the 
only stance, he argues, through which beauty fully reveals itself. He shows 
us Mozart’s radiant happiness, Beethoven’s victorious joy, and Schubert’s 
mysterious power, not through analysis but through reverent attention. The 
result is a book of profound insight and joyful discovery.

The Music, Not the Man
Hildebrand dismantles a stubborn misconception: that understanding a 
composer’s life unlocks their work’s meaning. If Mozart’s sublime music 
were merely self-expression, Mozart himself would have to be a saint—
which he decidedly was not. These masterpieces possess their own inner 
reality, speaking truths that transcend their creators’ circumstances.

First Complete Translation
Beyond the core essays on Mozart, Beethoven, and Schubert, this new 
English edition includes treasures never before gathered in one volume: 
selections from Hildebrand’s unfinished writings on Wagner’s operas and his 
illuminating discussion of Bach and sacred music from his Aesthetics.

About the Author
Dietrich von Hildebrand (1889–1977) was a seminal philosopher whose 
works spanned ethics, aesthetics, social philosophy, and philosophy of 
religion. He was one of Europe’s most outspoken voices against Nazism and 
Communism. A convert to Catholicism, he had a profound impact on the 
thought and life of the Church in the twentieth century.

John Henry Crosby is the founder of the Hildebrand Project, dedicated to 
preserving and promoting Hildebrand’s philosophical legacy. 

Manfred Honeck is a Grammy-Award winning conductor and the Music 
Director of the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra. 

For lovers of beauty seeking a deeper encounter with the 
immortal works of Mozart, Beethoven, and Schubert—for 
first-time listeners and lifelong musicians alike—this book 
speaks to anyone who believes beauty still has secrets to reveal.
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